PRODUCTION   AND  THE   IDEOLOGICAL   SUPERSTRUCTURE
ditions in a society assume, in the first place, a certain
legal character. Now, this is true in some cases, and
not in others ; it is by no means always the economic
conditions that determine the laws. When a warrior
nation or a warrior caste subjugates a working or trading
population, deprives it of the produce of its work and
reduces it to mere tenancy, vassaldom or serfdom, it is
not economics which determine the laws and the legal
status of persons and property, but the laws and the
legal status created by sheer force which determine new
economic conditions.
We have repeatedly taken opportunity, to indicate
the deplorable vagueness and indistinctness of Marxist
terminology. When a barbarous German tribe con-
quered a Roman province, dispossessed the landowners
of the soil, yet forced them to go on cultivating it for
their new lords' benefit, we cannot call the new order
a new mode of production, because the mode of produc-
tion is exactly the same as before, whereas the conditions
of production are fundamentally changed. In Marxist
literature the two terms are regularly employed as
synonymous. Now, according to Marx's theory, the new
conditions of production should have been brought about
by some new productive force. Are we to understand
that this was the brutal force of the ancient Germans ?
Certainly, this force, by destroying valuable goods and
artistic treasures by the million, effected a fundamental
change of the conditions of production in the civilised
countries of antiquity, but it does not, on this account,
seepi advisable to call it a productive force.
From whatsoever point of view we may examine
the theory of Marx, it does not prove conformable with
reality.
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